Chassell Township Planning Commission

MINUTES

04 June 2026 / 7:00 PM / Chassell Fire Hall

ATTENDEES

Brian Waters, Keith Meyers, Cindy Cowell, Lynn Gierke, Tim Palosaari, Michael
Messner

AGENDA

1. Call to Order 7:01 pm

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Approval of the Agenda K Meyers motioned to approve the agenda. B. Waters
second. All aye. M/C

4. Reading and Approval of May Minutes B. Waters moved to approve the minutes
as written. K. Meyers second. All aye. M/C

5. Public Comments C Cowell shared a comment made to her from a community
member regarding the downtown gardens. The member has taken on the care of
three gardens and helps another person tend to her four gardens. The member
expressed a need for more help tending the gardens. A suggestion was also made
to do a fundraiser to purchase perennial plants for the gardens. L. Gierke
said that she would get another call for volunteers out into the community.

Meyers shared that he is a member of the MTEC Smartzone Board and shared that
Quincy Materials is in discussion with Baraga County regarding a possible
location for the stamp sand processing facility.

6. Road Commission Report L. Gierke reported that the culvert on Lakeshore
Drive has been put 1in, there is road work being done in the Township, and that
several Road Commission projects in the larger area are being funded under a
special funds account. Chassell Township's plan will be due in November. Some
needed paving projects will be included.

7. Zoning Discussion on the proposed zoning amendments was held with Zoning
Administrator, T Palosaari in attendance.

8. Capital Improvement Committee Report No report.
9. Recreation Committee Report See old business.

10. Recreation Facility Issues K Meyers reported that in the recent regular
state inspection of the wells on Archambeau Road it was stated that no trails
can be within 200 yards of wells that are not fenced. Township will wait to
receive the formal -dinspection report. M Messner suggested sending pictures of
the trail and the wells to illustrate how far off of the trail and concealed



the wells are. B Waters reported that some bolts have broken off of the kayak
launch. A group will be going to fix and deploy the launch. K Meyers discussed
the waterline needing replacement at Misslitz Field. Meyers will work with D
Palosaari and C Austin and get the project done. B Waters shared that the
baselines and bases need to be put back into correct spots.

11. Old Business
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Chassell Mercantile & O0ld Holy Trinity Church K. Meyers reported that
Ryan McNamara indicated that he has a contractor -interested in the
property. J Ratcliffe from KEDA reports that no responses to the RFP
were received. T Palosaari asked what price was being asked for the
property. K Meyers indicated that the price is open ended. Palosaari
shared that the property could provide needed parking for the cemetery.
Snowmobile Trail Update B Waters has spoken to B McEwen from Baraga.
McEwen reports that she will now only be responsible for overseeing
snowmobile trails which will give her time to finish a plan for the
Baraga to Chassell trail in time for the 2027 season. Andy from MDOT
reports no response to the rail removal RFP.

Centennial Park Engineering Study/Marina Development K Meyers talked to
Chris Holmes earlier 1in the day. Holmes 1is working to complete the final
report before the Township Board meeting next week. Holmes met with
Planning Commission members last week to review the draft and approve
for moving forward to final draft.

Sturgeon River Launch Improvements K. Meyers and L Gierke will write a
RFP for a Prime Professional for the project that will include the
engineering study. The RFP will include a not to exceed cost.

Keweenaw Water Trail No report.

Baraga/Chassell Trail Project Collaboration See b above.

Hamar Creek Restoration Project A meeting has been set to meet Chris
Adams on site.

Cemetery Landscaping No report.

Rail Trail/Pike River Bridge K Meyers reports that the Township did not
receive a Keweenaw Community Foundation grant award that they applied
for. A $3200.00 cash match had been raised toward the project. The award
would have covered the remaining $8000.00 needed. Sources of funding
will continue to be explored. L Gierke reviewed the 26-27 Township
grants report. A discussion was held regarding the recreation millage
and the balance after pending expenses are paid and the pending balance
after winter taxes are collected. The fund is healthy. A discussion was
held on the status of the decking and rail project on the Pike River
bridge. The construction cannot move forward without an engineering
study. The KCF grant would have funded the study. K Meyers indicated
that private donations will be sought again. K. Meyers queried Gierke on
how the Township Board feels about the engineering study. Gierke
indicated to open discussion at the Township Board meeting.

Mountain bike trail/Skills track The Township received the Visit
Keweenaw Grant Award to fund the beginner and intermediate level trails.
Ebb and Flow Trailworks began work -immediately and the beginner trail ds
almost completed. A discussion was held regarding historic alleyways
still on the maps in Chassell. The alleys are not usable anymore. A
historic alleyway runs very close to the bike trail.

Misslitz Field Improvements B. Waters researched field fence top covers.
Those covers are the same material as what Mesnards sells. Waters will
order the material from Mesnards and will also add snow fencing to stop
foul balls.
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Max and Evan Eagle Scout and Steve Szyszkoski Recognition B Waters
purchased Krist gas cards as recognition gifts.

Tree Identification on the Fitness Trail/MTU Sierra Williams No update.
Dumping at the end of Hancock Street M Ploe sent a report that the
dumping of yard waste is 1dincreasing. A PC member reported that dumping
of waste along Lakeshore Drive is also increasing. It was decided to put
a notice in the newsletter outlining how to bring waste to the old dump.
Keweenaw Community Foundation Grant Ski Tail Signage The Keweenaw
Community Foundation grant award was received and will cover 100% of
cost of signage. A RFP will be put out.

Centennial Park Boat Ramp Jam Service is working on the project.

Trailer across from S. Entry Owner reports property clean up is
scheduled.

Zoning Amendments T Palosaari suggested an edit to the fence language
changing fence placement to along property lines. L Gierke indicates
that she has a record of all the minor edits requested and will make
those edits prior to the Township Board meeting. C Cowell asked if
proposed rezoning discussed in May would be included 1in these
amendments. PC zoning committee indicated that no rezoning is included
in the amendments. K Meyers moved to include the edit to the fence
zoning suggested by T Palosaari spelling changes highlighted by L Gierke
and approve the zoning amendments. B Waters second. All aye. M/C
Chassell Township Development Guide K. Meyers moved to bring the guide
forward to the Township Board for approval. C. Cowell second. All aye.
M/C

12. New Business

Relocation of Chassell Schools Gazebo The school 1is donating their
gazebo to the Township. It will need minor repair. C Austin suggested
placing it at the beach. The Planning Commission agrees and will advise
Austin to move forward.

Adding payment kiosk at the Fish Cleaning Station The fish grinder is
down again. The Township received a quote of 12k to replace it. The
local anglers association can assist with the cost. B Waters -inquired
what the annual cost of upkeep for the station is. The donation boxes
have seen a drop 1in donations. A discussion was held about people
driving to the park only to use the fish cleaning station. The station
has required a high number of repairs over the past 10 years. A
discussion of placing a payment kiosk for use. The kiosk would have to
open and close the waste disposal portal in order to be effective.
Repeated vandalism has been occurring at the station. A camera with a
speaker has been 1installed. C Austin recently observed malfeasance at
the station and addressed it through the speaker. The would be vandals
dispersed. No decision was made at this time.

GLSDLP Clean Up at Long Dock B Waters received an update from the group.
They will have a sonar boat next season and want to wait for the big
clean up until the boat 1is operational. The group will work to retrieve
submerged batteries in 2026.

B Waters welcomed new PC member M Messner.

NEXT MEETING

July 3 2026 7 pm Chassell Township Fire Hall

Adjourn B. Waters adjourned the meeting at 8:51 pm



